Rt Hon Matthew Pennycook MP
Minister of State for Housing
Dear Matthew


Social Housing Bill – Provisions for a Co-operative Housing Tenure
I am writing following representations from a constituent and their housing co-operative, who have asked me to raise the issue of establishing a specific Co-operative Housing Tenure with you.
The Confederation of Co-operative Housing (CCH), the UK’s apex body for co-operative housing, has long advocated for a legal framework that formally recognises Co-operative Housing Tenure. In its 2024 Manifesto for England and 2026 Manifesto for Scotland, CCH called on governments to legislate to establish such a framework.
A dedicated Co-operative Housing Tenure would help formalise the rights and responsibilities of both co-operatives and their tenant-members, strengthen resident control and autonomy, and make co-operative housing a more attractive and accessible option.
The issue has been raised in Parliament on several occasions. Jonathan Reynolds MP introduced a Ten Minute Rule Bill in 2011, and Lord Kennedy of Southwark subsequently raised the matter in the House of Lords in 2016.
More recently, Andrew Pakes MP, now the Co-operative and Mutuals Champion, introduced a further Ten Minute Rule Bill in April 2025 proposing legal recognition of co-operative housing tenure. During a community-led housing debate in October 2025, the Government indicated that it was considering legislation, and a written parliamentary answer in January 2026 confirmed that the Government was considering opportunities to legislate.
While I understand that provisions for a specific Co-operative Housing Tenure have not been included in the Social Housing Bill, I would be grateful if you could clarify whether it remains the Government’s intention to introduce legislation establishing this dedicated tenure.
Could you also advise whether there is an anticipated timetable for taking this forward, and how the Government intends to support the development of co-operative housing in the meantime?
I have enclosed the briefing note provided by CCH for your information.
I look forward to hearing from you.
Yours sincerely,
<MP name> <Member of Parliament for constituency>

