Dear <MP’s name>,
Social Housing Bill – Provisions for a Co-operative Housing Tenure
I am a constituent writing on behalf of <name of co-operative> to ask you to lobby the Housing Minister for a Co-operative Housing Tenure to be included in the Social Housing Bill currently making its way through Parliament. Alternatively, we would welcome confirmation that it remains the Government’s intention to create this specific form of tenure.
We are <name of co-operative>, a housing co-operative providing <brief description of your co-operative, its history, size and the benefits it brings to its members and community>.
<Name of co-operative> is a member of the Confederation of Co-operative Housing (CCH), the UK’s apex body for co-operative housing. In its 2024 Manifesto for England and 2026 Manifesto for Scotland, CCH called on governments to legislate to establish a legal framework for Co-operative Housing Tenure.
Such legislation would help formalise the rights and responsibilities of both co-operatives and their residents, strengthen resident control and make co-operative housing a more attractive and accessible option to in helping to address the UK’s housing challenges.
The case for a Co-operative Housing Tenure has been raised in Westminster on several occasions. Jonathan Reynolds MP introduced a Ten Minute Rule Bill in 2011, and the issue was subsequently raised in the House of Lords by Lord Kennedy of Southwark in 2016.
In April 2025, Andrew Pakes MP, now the Co-operative and Mutuals Champion, introduced a further Ten Minute Rule Bill proposing legal recognition of co-operative housing tenure. During a community-led housing debate in October 2025, the Housing Minister indicated that the Government was considering legislation. This was followed by a written parliamentary answer in January 2026 confirming that the Government was considering opportunities to legislate.
We have enclosed a briefing note from CCH outlining the case for a Co-operative Housing Tenure and the benefits it could bring.
CCH hopes that members can gain further assurance that, although this provision has not been included in the Social Housing Bill, the Government remains committed to supporting the co-operative housing sector through the creation of a dedicated Co-operative Housing Tenure.
Please could you raise this issue with Matthew Pennycook MP, Minister of State for Housing, and ask him to confirm the Government’s intentions? I have enclosed a template letter and briefing note from CCH, which I hope you will find useful when contacting the Minister.
I would welcome your response and any update you are able to provide.
Yours sincerely,
<Name> <Address, if within the constituency> <Name of housing co-operative> <Position within the co-operative, if applicable>
Enc:
· CCH Briefing Note
· Letter to Matthew Pennycook

