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CCH Member Update - August 2019

 

Enter now!  CCH Co-operative Housing Awards
2020
We are really pleased to launch our Co-operative Housing Awards for 2020.  We want to

reward you for all the amazing things that you do, day in, day out, things that are amazing

that we want people to hear about.

Our Awards will help to show how great housing co-operatives can be.  They are open to all

180 of our members and will help us to blow your trumpet all over the world!!!

 
Award categories

Breakthrough Housing Co-operative of the Year – Sponsored by
North West Housing Services

Setting up new co-operatives or community mutual forms of housing isn’t easy is it!  We are looking for

mutual or co-operatives who have started in the past two years to apply for this new award.

 

Big or small we want to hear your positive messages about living as part of a co-operative housing

community. What added benefit do you get from your organisation? What have you learnt? What challenges

or obstacles have you overcome to make you who you are? If you had your time again what would you do

differently?  If this sounds like you, have a go for this award and get some recognition for your hard work.

 
Innovative Housing Co-operative of the Year – Sponsored by
Anthony Collins Solicitors

Have you come up with a different approach to solve your community-based housing issues? How did the

idea come about? What did you learn? Did it work first time, or did it need a reboot or refresh?Is the idea

around policy practice, or construction?

We are looking for new fresh ideas to solving local problems so that we can shout about your success. If

you’d like to shine, please make an application for this award so that we can showcase great thinking in our

sector.

Housing Co-operator of the Year – Sponsored by Co-op Homes
Do you know someone who has dedicated many years to the co-operative or community mutual sector or to

your co-op?Someone who is an inspirational leader who embodies the co-operative principles and values, is

a mentor, co-operator or educator? Someone whose contributions have gone unrecognised for years?

We are looking for that person. Many people do stacks of great stuff for the sector. We want to recognise and

promote these individuals who come from all walks of life. If you know someone who deserves recognition

for their contributions to community mutual and or co-operative housing this award is for them. Please have

a think and nominate that person. Make them smile!

 
The prizes
 
As well as being presented with a trophy at our annual conference, the winning co-ops and individuals will

benefit from promotion of their co-operative and the kudos of winning this prestigious award.  Other prizes

include £500 worth of training, or £500 to invest in your community.

To find out more about how to enter click here.

Our CCH Events

CCH Member’s Forum – North West

Don’t miss our free CCH Member Forum North West in Liverpool on Friday 25 October from
2-5pm.  It is an opportunity for you to discuss issues of importance to our sector, network with
other co-ops and to influence what the CCH does for its members.

Agenda items include:

the launch of the CCH’s member guidance on membership and involvement
an outline of the CCH’s new policy and procedure guidance
development issues – progress on the Community Housing Fund
discussion on other issues of importance to member

To find out more and book your place click here.

CCH Regional events

As part of the Homes in Community Hands programme a series of free regional promotional
events are being organised during September and October; the dates are:

Liverpool – 19th September

Birmingham – 26th September

Bristol – 1st November

Each event will start at 1pm; come along and find out how your co-operative could be bidding
for money to help explore the potential for developing new homes or refurbishing empty
properties.

The sessions will start with introductions to the grant programme, will feature a local scheme
that has already applied for a grant and a networking session to close the day at 4pm. Let us
know if you want to attend any of these events by e-mailing Jane at jane@cch.coop.

The grants from this programme form part of the Power to Change national support programme
and are primarily targeted in Birmingham, Bristol, Leeds, Liverpool and the Tees Valley but
innovative project grants are available across all England. Further information about the grant
programme is available here.

Developing new homes
 

Community Housing Fund post the Comprehensive
Spending Review – continuation of funding

 
THE PIPELINE OF COMMUNITY LED HOMES HAS TRIPLED TO 15,000!  Results from
Homes England's call for information have revealed that there is a potential pipeline of 15,000
community led homes! Thank you to everyone who took the time to submit data.
 

Signpost to Grant programmes
 

Apart from the Homes in Community Hands grant programme, support is also available to
housing co-operatives across England looking to build new homes or refurbish empty
properties as part of the governments Community Housing Fund. The following support is
available:

For co-operatives in London (as part of the GLA Community Housing Fund) revenue and
capital grants are available; for further information visit Community Led Housing London
For co-operatives in the rest of England (as part of the Homes England Community
Housing Fund) revenue and capital grants are available
For new start up housing co-operatives seeking set up support or assistance in
becoming a Registered Provider revenue grants are available from Community Led
Homes

Homes in Community Hands FAQs webinar
 

Find out more about the Homes in Community Hands Fund. We'll be going through the criteria,
application process, examples of what we want to fund and help you understand if it's right for
you. We'll also have a live Q&A.  Sign in to watch it here.
 

Winning over your Council toolkit
 

Are you looking to build and need help influencing your local council? There is a great toolkit
about Winning over your Council with everything you need on the Community Led Homes
website.

Our Services

The CCH is reviewing the services we provide to our member organisations – and we want to
hear the views of your co-op or organisation. Our aim is that our membership services are
useful, but the CCH is a small organisation with limited resources. It is important that we
prioritise how we use those resources – and we want to give an opportunity to our membership
to influence what we prioritise.

Download our consultation document here and discuss it with your membership at your next
meeting.  Send your feedback to nic@cch.coop by 28 October 2019.
 

Policy documents

A new series of guidance documents has been produced by CCH and is being launched in the
near future as part of the Community Led Homes package of support documents. The
documents will focus on five key areas:

Agency and employee management
Governance and finance
Housing management
Membership
Repairs and maintenance

Watch this space!

 

CCH Board/sector support for SDGs
 

The CCH Board decided at its recent meeting to support the International Co-operative
Alliance’s campaign to support the global Sustainable Development Goals project which will be
taking place during the next six months; more information is available here.
 

Co-ops Fortnight 2019 – supporting our
foodbanks

 

CCH, along with The Co-operative Party and LGBT+ Co-operators, went along with donations
to raise the profile of the Co-op Party’s Food Justice campaign for Co-ops Fortnight. Along with
the spare bags from our conference we also donated food and sanitary items from The Co-
operative [of course!].

The campaign supports the UN Sustainable Development Goal of zero hunger by 2030, and
calls for a designated lead member for food poverty on every local council, the creation of food
partnerships, and a Food Action Plan for every community that needs one.  Find out more and
sign up to the campaign here.

New members

This update we are pleased to welcome 2 new co-operatives into membership:

Westminster Housing Co-operative is a co-operative in West London and was established in
1982.  They have around 100 properties which house 120 people and were originally set up as
a short life co-op to house homeless people.

Alpha Housing Co-operative is in the Handsworth area of Birmingham.  It was founded in 1981
and has 33 properties.

A big CCH welcome to both co-ops!
 

Spotlight on Brixton Housing Co-op

Watch this short documentary about Brixton Housing Co-op who are now over 40 years old! 

Founded in October 1976, Brixton Housing Co-operative was born through the squatting
movement and is now a small, dynamic housing co-operative with a really energetic
committee.  They came along to our conference and did a fantastic workshop on tenant
participation, sorry if you missed it! [come next year!!]

Links to articles

bchs: 40 Years of Co-operation, A Tribute by Dr Chris Handy – a great article about some of the
amazing people that have worked with the Birmingham housing co-operatives over the last 40
years

Co-op News:  Greater Manchester housing co-ops hold ‘Open Homes’ event

Conflict Management – updated guidance from Kate Whittle
Are you having any conflict issues in your co-op? These 5 downloadable booklets by Kate
Whittle from Co-operantics have some really good advice in them covering things such as
basic communication concepts, making meetings more effective, tools and techniques for
growth and change and the vital role of your Board.

Other events
Co-operatives UK are holding lots of great networking events in the next couple of months!
Why not pop along and meet up with fellow co-operators from some of the other sectors.

FREE Co-op Connections Leeds - study visit on Thursday 12 September at Suma
Wholefoods Co-operative
 
FREE Co-op Connections – Glasgow: Tuesday 24 September

FREE Co-op Connections – Edinburgh: Wednesday 25 September including a visit to
Edinburgh Student Housing Co-op

FREE Co-op Connections – London: Tuesday 8 October

FREE Co-operatives East – Cambridge: Saturday 5 October. Kindly supported by the Co-
operative Party

FREE Manchester co-ops - meet up! Tuesday 22 October

Power to Change have launched Homes in Community Hands - a £4.2m fund for community
businesses with priority for those based in five specific city regions.

Find out more here 
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