
 

 

CCH Member Forum 
 

The next CCH Member Forum will be held at North West Housing Services,  

19 Devonshire Road, Liverpool L8 3TX on Friday 23rd March – 2pm to 5pm 

 

The CCH Member Forum is an opportunity for CCH members to discuss issues 

of importance to our sector and to influence what the CCH does for its 

members.  If you are from a CCH member organisation and wish to attend, 

please e-mail nic@cch.coop by 9th March 2018. 

 

Agenda items for this Member Forum include: 

• co-ops contributing to new housing supply, with particular focus on the 

new Community Housing Fund 

• the Government’s Housing Green Paper and A Voice for Tenants 

• CCH guidance on health and safety and other issues 

• discussion on other issues of importance to members 

 

The event flyer – please circulate at housing co-op committee and/or 

general meetings – is available at www.cch.coop/wp-

content/uploads/2018/01/CCH-members-forum-March-2018.pdf  
 

CCH 24th Annual Conference 
 

The 24th annual CCH Conference will be held between Friday 11th to Sunday 

13th May 2018 at Chesford Grange, Kenilworth, Warwick.   

 

The CCH conference, as always, is the place to discuss co-operative and 

community-led housing.  Hear from the new Ministry of Housing, Communities 

& Local Government (invited), about how the new Community Housing Fund 

will enable co-ops to develop again, the “A Voice for Tenants Group”, and 

much more.  Plus, of course, the practical workshops, guidance, networking 

and a lot of fun to be had by all.  And how could anyone miss the 

Blisstocracy Quiz!!! 

 

The save the date conference flyer is available at www.cch.coop/wp-

content/uploads/2018/01/Conference-pre-flyer.pdf  

Please also circulate at housing co-op committee and/or general meetings. 
 

The Community Housing Fund 
 

The Community Housing Fund was launched at the end of 2017 and the CCH 

has been assisting Homes England in finalising the prospectus for the fund 

over the last two months.   
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The £60 million per annum Community Housing Fund will provide capital 

funding (ie. for building or renovating homes in community-led housing 

schemes) and revenue funding (ie. for helping to build the capacity of new 

community-led housing organisations).  The details of what the fund will cover 

will be available in the prospectus.   

 

However, the Community Housing Fund will be a major opportunity for 

Registered Provider housing co-operatives to develop new homes or to bring 

empty homes back into use.  We would urge housing co-ops to consider 

applying to this long-awaited fund so that we can increase the numbers of 

co-operative homes in the UK. 

 

With funding from Power to Change and the Nationwide Foundation, the 

CCH is also working alongside other national community-led housing 

organisations to ensure that support infrastructure is available to communities 

wishing to develop schemes – with the CCH particularly working on 

developing training and guidance. 
 

CCIN guidance on Community-Led Housing for local authorities 
 

The Co-operative Councils Innovation Network – a national organisation for 

local authorities who wish to identify themselves as “co-operative” – held a 

Parliamentary launch on 24th January of the report of its community-led 

housing commission – Community Led Housing: A Key Role for Local 

Authorities.   

 

The report is available at www.councils.coop/publications/ccin-commission-

report-community-led-housing-key-role-local-authorities/  and case studies 

are available at www.ccinhousing.co.uk/case-studies/  

 

This report is aimed at local authority members and officers and the CCH 

urges our members to raise the report with their local authorities. 

 

A Voice for Tenants 
 

The CCH, in partnership with other national tenant organisations, has led the 

development of a steering group to oversee the development of “A Voice 

for Tenants” to speak on behalf of social housing tenants to Government and 

others.  The National Tenant Organisations has been working since November 

2017 in partnership with Government on setting up a series of events for the 

Housing Minister (formerly Alok Sharma MP and now Dominic Raab MP) to 

meet with social housing tenants (including some housing co-op members).  

 

It is planned that the new Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 

Government will publish a Housing Green Paper in the Spring to respond to 

issues raised by tenants in the Ministerial events.  A Green Paper is an official 

Government consultation paper produced prior to a White Paper which sets 

out plans for legislation.  This means that there is scope for far reaching ideas 

to be explored in a Green Paper.  The A Voice for Tenants Group has 
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proposed significant changes to strengthen the role and voice of tenants in 

housing associations and local authorities, together with proposals about how 

tenants can get redress for problems. 

 

The A Voice for Tenants Steering Group has also proposed to Government 

that it should fund a programme to formally establish a body to speak for 

tenants and in 2017, the Department of Communities and Local Government 

indicated that the proposal was the right “direction of travel”. 

 

The CCH will report our members on progress of this work in due course. 
 

The future of social housing 

 

Related to the above work, there are currently two commissions considering 

the future role of social housing in the UK: 

 

• Shelter is holding a big conversation – potentially aimed at social housing 

tenants and at the general public. To sign up to the “big conversation”, 

go to england.shelter.org.uk/support_us/campaigns/bigconversation   

This enables individuals to sign up to Shelter’s programme, and because 

their programme is aimed at the general public, it may be useful for co-

op members to circulate this link to their friends and relations who have 

views on social housing. 

 

• Chartered Institute of Housing have organised a programme called 

Rethinking Social Housing.  Those who wish to feed in their views can 

either respond individually or by holding a workshop – information 

available at www.cih.org/rethinkingsocialhousing  
 

CCH guidance  

 

For those who may have missed it, the CCH launched our Governance and 

Management guidance in Autumn 2017.  It is available at 

www.cch.coop/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/CCH-Governance-

Management-Guidance-2017.pdf  

 

The CCH is planning to launch guidance on Health and Safety and Data 

Protection in Spring 2018.  CCH members will recall that we circulated basic 

fire safety guidance in our member update in Autumn 2017 and this is still 

available in our member area on the website. 
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