
 

The terrible scenes in West London will have shocked the members of CCH 

member organisations and we know that you will join with in saying that our 

thoughts and prayers are with all those affected by the fire at Grenfell Tower.  

 

The CCH is circulating this brief fire safety advice to our members.  We 

anticipate that our members will have already done the things we are 

pointing out need to be happening, but nonetheless we considered it 

important to get this advice out to our members. 

 

It goes without saying that all our members should place an absolute priority 

on fire safety across the homes they own or manage.   There are particular 

requirements for organisations that own communal blocks – ie. walk up 

blocks of flats or similar, and clearly any of our members that own or manage 

tower blocks should be taking particular fire safety advice relating to such 

properties. 

 

Every communal block should have an up to date Fire Risk Assessment 

completed by someone qualified to carry such an assessment.  This should be 

subject to annual review. 

 

Regular fire safety inspections should take place to all communal blocks 

where rigorous checks are carried out to ensure that buildings remain safe 

and comply with the highest standards.  This should include checking for 

repairs and defects, fire doors, escape routes, service intake cupboards and 

refuse chambers. 

 

Annual fire safety checks should also be carried out which look in greater 

detail at all aspects of the internal areas that could either increase the risk of 

a fire starting, impede escape routes or allow a fire to spread.  

 

Our members should also ensure that there are adequate smoke alarms in 

the homes they own or manage.  Smoke alarms in communal areas should 

be hardwired alongside provision of emergency lighting that will operate if 

electricity power is lost.  Such systems need to be regularly checked to ensure 

that they are operating, and fully checked by a qualified electrician at least 

once every five years. 

 

All of the above checks should be fully recorded and logged as having been 

done. 

 



We would expect our members to be doing everything that they can to keep 

their members safe from the devastating consequences of a major fire, but 

we would recommend that our members inform their tenants that they can 

also help by:  

 

• ensuring that they have a working smoke alarm on each floor in their home 

(some of our members may provide these smoke alarms but smoke alarms 

in individual properties can be the responsibility of the tenant) 

 

• ensuring that they check their smoke alarm is working every month.  

Contractors servicing gas appliances should check that there is a 

functioning smoke alarm in each on an annual basis and report back to 

the landlord if there isn’t. 

 

• not leaving rubbish, bicycles or other items in communal areas, particularly 

where they obstruct escape routes.  It is essential that our members take 

action to prevent such blockages. 

 

• making sure that they know where their nearest fire exit is and where their 

primary and secondary escape routes are (and ensuring that they are not 

blocked).  Our members should ensure that escape routes are discussed 

with new tenants in communal blocks at sign up. 

 

• not smoking in communal areas.  Our members should have signs making it 

clear that they should not smoke in communal areas. 

 

• always fully extinguish cigarettes smoked in homes and dispose of them 

carefully and safely. 

 

• reading appropriate fire safety guidance – such as at 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/make-your-home-safe-from-fire 

 

The CCH recommends that each of our members should communicate with 

their tenants, if not done so already, to reassure them that you consider fire 

safety to be of paramount importance and that you are carrying out regular 

checks as specified above.  The HCA are currently consulting Registered 

Providers on what cladded homes they have over 18 metres high – so for 

most of our members the answer will be none, but our members should 

respond quickly. 

 

There are numerous other actions that our members could take in relation to 

fire safety.  There are also other actions that should be taken in relation to 

health and safety matters in other areas.  It is also likely that other fire safety 

guidance may be produced as a result of the recent tragedy.  The CCH will 

communicate with you on other matters in due course. 

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/make-your-home-safe-from-fire

