
 

Membership update 
 
We discussed the forthcoming Government changes (ie. Right to Buy, rent 
reductions, pay to stay and welfare reform) at the recent CCH conference and 
AGM.  We have circulated previous membership updates that have outlined 
what we know now about these changes.   
 
The CCH reported at the conference on our current work to explore if housing 
co-ops can be given an exemption to the Government’s Right to Buy proposals.  
Our exploration of this area includes examining our sector’s fully mutual 
tenancies to see if their nature will make introducing a Right to Buy not 
practical to implement, and we are working with other community-led housing 
organisations to see if an exemption can be granted for the whole community-
led housing sector. 
 
The following proposals were made by members at the conference, and the 
CCH is considering how to take them forward: 
 
 is deregistration an option for some co-ops? – the CCH will explore the 

process by which co-ops may be able to deregister from the Homes & 
Communities Agency.  This may require that co-ops repay the housing 
grant they originally received to build their homes, but the option may be 
appropriate for some.  We will examine if this is a possible option and how 
co-ops might go about doing it. 
 

 investigating partnerships – with other organisations who are carrying out 
actions in relation to the current agendas (such as the National Housing 
Federation, SHOUT and others) 
 

 holding a CCH meeting for members – it was noted that at the current 
time, it is not known how the Government will progress its initiatives, and 
so it is difficult to know how the CCH should respond.  The CCH will explore 
holding a CCH meeting for members when we know more about the 
Government’s proposals 

 



 ensuring we and our member co-ops move forward on the basis of the 
views of co-op members on Government proposals  – at the CCH 
conference, assumptions were being made about the views of co-op 
members.  It was therefore suggested that we should try to find out the 
views of co-op members.  This proposal the CCH is taking forward now.  We 
have set up a survey monkey at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WQCSS7X 

 

We would be most grateful if you could ensure that as many of your 
members as possible complete this survey. 
 
A Communities & Local Government enquiry is being held into the future of 
Housing Associations in the light of the Government changes.  The closing 
date for this consultation is 28th August – which means that we would 
welcome responses to our survey before then to enable to us to feed into 
the consultation.  But we will also keep the consultation open until the end 
of September because we know it will be difficult for most co-ops to 
communicate with their members in August. 
 
We would also welcome hearing from any of our members who consider 
that the current Government changes will particularly threaten their 
business plan. 


