
 

Membership update 
 
The Housing & Planning Bill 2015 has now been published.  The Bill lays the 
framework to implement the various Government policies we have previously 
reported on to the CCH membership.  This membership update reports on 
issues of significance for our members. 
 
Right to Buy 
 
It has been reported that the Government has agreed to the National Housing 
Federation’s proposals for a Voluntary Right to Buy.  This means that the 
Housing Bill does not contain a “legal” Right to Buy, but it does include various 
enabling clauses relating to the voluntary right: 
 
a) It enables the Secretary of State (through the Homes & Communities 

Agency) and the Greater London Authority to make grants for Right to Buy 
discounts – with both bodies given powers to impose conditions on the 
grants. 
 

b) It refers to the regulator (ie. HCA or GLA) monitoring compliance with 
Voluntary Right to Buy. 

 

c) The Bill also prepares for the sale of high value voids in the local authority 
sector to pay for discounts.  The Bill gives some flexibility to local 
authorities as to how they pay for the sale of high value voids, but they will 
be required to pay for a projected amount of void properties (including if 
they transfer their homes to a Registered Provider).   

 
In the previous Membership Update, we noted that the National Housing 
Federation briefing identified housing co-ops and community land trusts as 
categories that would be in a position to “exercise discretion” about whether 
they sell their homes.    The CCH has written to DCLG to request clarity on this.  
We have also requested clarity about whether “portable discounts” may be 
available for members of housing co-ops who wish to buy a home elsewhere.  
We will pass on any further information to our members that is provided to us. 
 
If the Government has agreed that housing co-ops may exercise discretion 
about selling homes under the Voluntary Right to Buy, these considerations 



will potentially provide some protection for ownership housing co-ops, but 
co-ops managing housing association homes will be subject to the Voluntary 
Right to Buy in the same way that management co-ops in the local authority 
sector are. 
 
Pay to Stay 
 
The Bill sets the framework for the implementation of the Government’s Pay 
to Stay policy where tenants earning over £30,000 (£40,000 in London) will be 
expected to pay a rent closer to market rent.   
 
The Bill requires Registered Provider landlords to comply with directions from 
the Government to set a higher rent for high income tenants.  It potentially 
gives powers to Registered Provider landlords to require all tenants to provide 
information about their income alongside a power to charge a higher rent if 
tenants do not provide information.  It also gives Registered Providers access 
to HMRC data on income levels of tenants. 
 
The Bill also gives powers to the Homes and Communities Agency and Greater 
London Authority as the regulators to take sanctions activity if a Registered 
Provider does not comply with the Pay to Stay policy. 
 
The DCLG is currently consulting on potential tapers for Pay to Stay and 
administration costs.  The CCH will be making a submission to this 
consultation. 
 
CCH survey and consultation 
 
The CCH survey deadline has now been reached.  The CCH also recently held a 
General Council meeting for our members to consult on the current changes.  
We will be circulating a report to our membership from the survey and the 
consultation meeting shortly. 
 
CCH October 2015 

 


