
 

Membership update 
 
Good news.  It appears to be the case that the CCH’s request to Government 
that the co-operative housing sector retains its exemption to Right to Buy 
proposals may have been accepted.  Our housing co-op sector members may 
be able to breathe a huge sigh of relief over this, but this may not be the end 
of the story. 
 
What has happened is that: 
 
a) The National Housing Federation – the trade body for housing associations 

– is in the process of agreeing an arrangement where housing associations 
will voluntarily agree to sell homes under an equivalent of the Right to Buy.   

 
b) The presumption for housing associations is that they will sell homes to 

tenants who wish to exercise this right, but that this will not be included in 
forthcoming housing bill legislation. 

 

c) In a paper published by the National Housing Federation, it lists housing 
co-operatives amongst groups where landlords would be able to “exercise 
discretion” as to whether homes are sold to tenants.  This would suggest 
that housing co-ops would be in a position to make decisions about 
whether they sell homes to their tenants or not.  Community Land Trusts 
have also been listed in the list of groups in a position to “exercise 
discretion”. 

 

d) There are suggestions that tenants of landlords who are able to “exercise 
discretion” may be able to use the equivalent discount they would get if 
they were able to exercise the voluntary Right to Buy to contribute to 
buying a home elsewhere.  It is not known how this might work or whether 
it would apply to housing co-op members. 

 
There are some significant caveats that CCH members need to be aware of to 
all of this: 
 



 The deal agreed between the NHF and Government is subject to a 
significant number of housing associations agreeing it within the next 
week.  If a significant number do not agree – the Government is likely to 
press ahead with a legislative approach. 
 

 There are substantial details to all of this that will need to be developed.  
We don’t know fully know what has been agreed.  The information 
available to us at this stage is included in an NHF briefing paper, and until 
the Government clarifies its position, it is difficult to be sure what it is. 

 

 The Government’s aim remains that the tenants of social housing should 
be in a position to buy a home.  There are suggestions included in the 
briefing that tenants should be enabled to build assets to enable them to 
buy homes.  It is likely that the Government would want to equally see the 
tenants of housing co-ops being given such opportunities, and we will need 
to explore such options. 

 
That housing co-ops have been listed in the groups that will be able to exercise 
discretion is welcome news and enables us to breathe a huge sigh of relief.  
However, we also need to be mindful that there is further work to be done in 
this area. 
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