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Hello again – its edition three of Membership Matters – the news sheet for members of the Community Gateway Tenant Steering Group (TSG).

This is s shorter newsletter to keep you in touch with what is going on and particularly to let you know who you voted for in the tenant board member elections. 

We have now hit 160 members of the Tenant Steering Group – still a way to go, but currently about 50 tenants are joining each month – and if we keep to that rate, all tenants would have joined by 2015!!!  Hmmm – some way to go – but nonetheless a good start!  Please keep encouraging people to join!  


42% of Tenant Steering Group members (hey – it’s a higher turnout than in local elections!) voted in the recent shadow tenant board members elections.  

Out of the 11 candidates that stood for election, the following 7 tenants were elected to the shadow board for the Community Gateway Association:

· John Baptiste – the Filberts

· Vi Carter – Grange

· Rose Kinsella – Poets Estate

· Gill Lawson – Brookfield

· Lizzie Reilly – Thirlmere

· Jack Wilson – Ashdale

· Christine Winstanley – Moor Nook

Work will now go forward to develop the shadow board for the Community Gateway Association.  Key to making the CGA work will be the relationship between the Shadow Board, the TSG Committee and the wider tenant membership.

It has been agreed that a series of meetings will be held as follows:

· shadow board meetings

· joint board and TSG committee meetings

· joint training sessions

· policy sub-group meetings

· TSG membership policy forums – all TSG members will be invited to these meetings to consider key policy issues

News from the committee

The membership of the committee is now as follows (please remember that any TSG member is welcome to become a member of the Committee – just get in touch):

	Name
	Where from?

	John Baptiste
	The Filberts

	Ruth Carr
	Grange

	Vi Carter
	Grange

	Kitty Delaney
	Fishwick

	Maureen Gaughan
	Trees Estate

	Veronica Hehir
	Longridge Rd

	Patricia Hesketh-Sullivan
	Windmill

	Gina Howe
	Delaware St area

	Rose Kinsella
	Poets Estate

	Gill Lawson
	Brookfield

	Freda Olsson
	Ashdale

	Frank Olsson
	Ashdale

	Lizzie Reilly
	Thirlmere

	Karen Sarratt
	Brookfield

	Irene Shaw
	Ingol

	Brian Swain
	Meeca area

	Richard Terry
	Ashdale

	Marilyn Webb
	Ingol

	Jack Wilson
	Ashdale

	Christine Winstanley
	Moor Nook


The Tenant Steering Group has recently been holding a series of open meetings for tenants and residents in all areas of Preston to discuss Community Gateway issues.  Some of the meetings have been better attended than others, but there have been useful discussions amongst tenants at all of them.

Some issues that attendees have raised at the meetings have included:

· will the rents go through the roof under Gateway? (no they won’t – the Government tells us what the rents will be and they’d be the same under Gateway as under the Council

· when will improvements happen under the Gateway?  (mostly in the first five years of the Gateway)

· we’ve heard it all before, how do we know the Gateway will keep its promises?  (the Gateway will have a programme and figures planned over 30 years – it will be set up to deliver the promises it makes – and tenants will be able to hold it to account as members of the organisation)

· will we lose the Right to Buy and how will other rights change?  (Existing tenants will keep the Right to Buy with the same discounts, and other rights will be more or less the same as they are now)






Tenant Board Member election results

















COMMUNITY GATEWAY


TENANT MEETING 





Thursday 8th July


The Guild Hall Foyer


1pm to 8pm





See attached flyer








If you want to get in touch to discuss any issues in this news sheet or any other Gateway matters, please contact us via:





0121 449 9588 or 07947 019287 (we will ring you back) or by post at Preston TSG, BCHS, Freepost MID21380, Birmingham B5 5BR 


(no stamp needed)








