Confederation of Co-operative Housing 

General Council Meeting

Saturday 5 December 2009 – BCHS, Birmingham

Minutes

Present:

Nic Bliss (NB)              

20/20 Housing Coop [latter part of meeting]

John McGuigan (JM)      

North West Housing Services

Theresa Lyons (TL)       

Senacre Housing Coop

Christine Howarth (CH)   

Green Dragon Lane Housing Co-op

Jane Cameron (JCa)        

CDS Co-operatives

Joe Kargbo (JK)
        

Westminster Housing Coop

Andy Lockwood (AL)           
Westminster Housing Coop

Jaime Crawford (JCr)

Argyle Street Housing Co-op

Les Harborne
(LH)


Redditch Co-operative Homes

Don Greening (DG)


Cossington Housing Co-op

Shantilal Makwana (SM)

Belgrave Co-operative HA

John Challinor (JCh)

NFTMO

1 Agreement of minute taker:  it was agreed that JC would take the minutes, and chair

2 Apologies: Mick O’Sullivan, Bryony Vickers, Ian Duckworth, Blase Lambert, Phil Brown, Mazie Gibson [it was noted that Gordon Donaldson tried to attend but was unable to enter the building!]

3 Minutes of September meeting:  accurate, and agreed.

4 Matters arising: 

Item 5 [3] – CDS phone contract has been retendered, Phone Coop didn’t return their tender.

Item 8 – concern expressed as to whether the annual return had gone in as the deadline was November, particularly if Phil is not well.  
Action PB

Item 9 – GC asked for more information on the greener living fund, JC reminded the GC that NB had circulated the advert that was going out with the newsletter.  The website address is www.greenertogether.coop.  GC members can go to the site for more information and they are now receiving applications for the project.




Action ALL

Item 10 – TL has been contacted by email re joining the National Tenant Council but Joe hasn’t received anything. It was requested that Nic enquire as to why Joe hasn’t received anything.



Action NB

Item 15 – reminder that it was agreed the newsletter should be available by email and that this should be advertised in the next newsletter
Action NB

Item 17 - JC attended the Brighton Labour Party Conference fringe meeting ‘Social Inclusion in the Internet Age’.  Main item of interest to housing co-ops was the announcement that the Home Access Programme, originally piloted in the last year, is being rolled out nationally from January 2010.  The Home Access Programme [http://www.homeaccess.org.uk] has been set up to help low-income families to get a computer and internet access.  Low income families in receipt of certain benefits can qualify for a grant to buy a computer and/or a minimum of one years’ internet access.  Noted that it is available for children key stage 3 and above.

5 Finance report 

JC tried to present the finance report.

Concern was expressed about the £8,254 still owing.  JC explained that post was getting stuck at the BCHS office and that she had been assured Minster’s debt had been paid, Christine asked who Kings Norton was and what the debt was for.  

JC noted that there is a difference between the figure on the balance sheet and the reconciliation with the income and expenditure account.  Also does the income schedule include debtors?  It was clarified that David Rodgers could comment on the accounts.

6 Membership & Secretary’s report – report not available.  It was requested that the service agencies receive a list of members so that they can see which of their co-ops are members and which not re encouraging them to join.  In fact GC members requested a list of all members.



Action PB

Nic Bliss entered the meeting.

Paddock Housing coop and Woodside housing co-op have joined.  PB still to write to last lot of members and has two more to write to now.
Action PB

7 Chairs report – NB presented the chairs report.  The following points were made:

· JK asked re the CCMH report, is the Chair happy with the finished report.  NB stated he was.  JK congratulated Nic on his work.  NB expressed his concern about no-one from CCH being asked to go on TSA group that is to consider development of the housing co-op sector.  NB spoke to Peter Marsh and CCH can now go on group

· CCMH action points – NB discussed pulling together the other sectors.  JK asked if there were any more hard copies of the report.  JC stated she had boxes of them in the office Andy to pop in.  Copies can be got from CDS or Accord.

· NB noted that coops will now be regulated under the new framework and will have an effect on coops.  A plan will be required from all coops to say how they will comply with the standards.  The accreditation system will translate the standards for co-ops.

· JC suggested that if NB attends the Mobility Task Force then he should ask for an agenda and minutes of the meeting.  Noted that Shapps’ CLT taskforce doesn’t produce any which is not particularly useful.

8 CCH service provision report – No comments received

9 New General Council members session – it was agreed that it was useful and should take place.  The date of the session will be either 30 January or in February







Action NB

10 Conference 2009/2010 – Noted that the weekend of 11 July was the world cup final.  Need to agree venue and date and get cracking with the organisation.  JC produced a planning chart for the last conference and it was noted that date and venue needed to be in place by end February so that the timescales could be met.  It was agreed that JC would organise a meeting in January venue to be confirmed
Action JCa/JCr/NB/BL/JM 

11 Newsletter – NB noted JK and TD should have given newsletter items but didn’t.  Newsletter has gone to the printers.  

12 Any other business – it was noted that DAR had now been elected president of the International Co-operative Alliance Housing Sector.  For more information please see the ICA Housing [http://www.ica.coop/al-housing] website

AL asked about auditors, Slade and Cooper and Appleby and Wood were suggested

JC queried the registered address for CCH.  Mail was getting delayed as the Chair no longer worked at Fairgate House and it has to be forwarded on.

Further thought needed to be given to this.  

Next meetings – 

6th March – Watford

29th May – London

5th June - TBA

