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Minutes of CCH General council meeting
11th August, 2007

Bchs offices, Tyseley, Birmingham
1.0 Present and apologies
Present :

London Region

Mick O’Sullivan
(Finsbury Park Housing Co-op)

Gordon Donaldson
(East London Co-ops group) 

Jane Cameron


West Midlands Region

Nic Bliss
(20/20 Housing Co-operative)
Phil Brown 
East Midlands Region

Blase Lambert



Eastern Region

Terri Davids
(Rainbow Housing Co-operative)
Mark Wainwright
(Argyle Street Housing Co-operative)

South East Region
Theresa Lyons
(Senacre Housing Co-operative)
Apologies received :

London Region

Alan Sheerins
(London Fed of Housing Co-ops)

Andrea Brown
(Middlesex Housing Co-operative)

Christine Howarth
(Middlesex Housing Co-operative)

East Midlands Region

Don Greening
(Cossington Housing Co-op)
Shantilal Makwana
(Belgrave Neighbourhood Co-op)

North West Region

Christine Winstanley  
(Preston Community Gateway)

2.0 Election of chair
B.Lambert nominated N.Bliss ; M.O’Sullivan seconded
Unanimous acceptance

N.Bliss elected as chair

3.0 Minutes of last meeting 12th May, 2007)
Accepted as a true record 
4.0 Matters arising

Item 3.0 last meeting ; re-design membership form

Deal with in item 8.4 today
Item 3.0 last meeting ; submission of accounts

P.Brown reported letter received from Slade & Cooper ; confirmed copies of accounts had gone to relevant organisations ;  letter would go to treasurer for filing
Item 3.0 last meeting ; Choice based lettings position paper

On agenda
Item 3.0 last meeting ; ICA website and CCH affiliation fee

Draft of a script to go on website available for GC members to read today ; comments needed to be with D.Rodgers by Friday.
J.Cameron has pursued issue of affiliation fee ;  was told that ICA sending an invoice, but the worker had changed soon after that ; will chase again 
Item 3.0 last meeting ; membership & secretary’s report ; Co-op bank and anti-money laundering regulations

Still no reply from bank re whether these applied to CCH
No further action
Item 3.0 last meeting ; benchmarking

Action not done.
P.Brown contact M.Anderson to arrange meeting asp.
5.0 Election of officers
5.1
Secretary



N.Bliss nominated P.Brown ; T.Davids seconded 



Unanimous acceptance ; P.Brown elected as Secretary
5.2
Treasurer



M.O’Sullivan nominated B.Lambert ; N.Bliss seconded

Unanimous acceptance ; B.Lambert elected as Treasurer
5.3
Representative to NFTMOs


N.Bliss nominated B.Lambert ; T.Lyons seconded

Unanimous acceptance ; B.Lambert representative to NFTMOs

5.4 Representatives to Co-op Housing Group

P.Brown nominated N.Bliss, T.Davids, M.O’Sullivan, B.Lambert ; J.Cameron seconded

Unanimous acceptance ; above are representatives to Co-op Housing Group
5.5 Representative to UK Strategic Forum

P.Brown nominated T.Davids ; T.Lyons seconded
Unanimous acceptance ; T.Davids representative to UK Strategic Forum
5.6 All Party Parliamentary group ; members interested /able to attend 
M.O’Sullivan, B.Lambert, M.Wainwright, T.Davids interested

5.7 Representative to Groundswell

This place only open for 2 more months due to changes to memo & arts

G.Donaldson to continue as representative 

6.0
Finance report
B.Lambert reported 
Debtors

04 – 05 :  Co-op Homes – this has been reduced 

05 – 06 : Grand Union HC – have not responded to our approaches.  They say they sent a cheque ; will not issue another one, even though first was not cashed.

B.Lambert to send final letter warning of court action if bill not paid

06-07 :

Apart from the phone co-op, all are conference payments that we will work with NFTMO to chase.

Conference :  estimate £10,000 surplus each for CCH and NFTMO/
7.0 Membership & secretary’s report
P.Brown reported.:  Membership application received from Co-op homes and from Fairhazel HC
P.Brown proposed accept applications ; B.Lambert seconded

Unanimous acceptance

P.Brown write to 

8.0 Policy issues
8.1 Report from meeting with TAROE/NFTMO 

action points from meeting had been circulated to GC ; N.Bliss briefed from
J.Cameron will circulate relevant section of third sector review team.

GC discussed influencing decision makers and policy.  Also discussed growth areas and co-op housing.  Different views on the importance/likely result of influencing Ministers.  Different views on importance of growth areas to the co-op housing movement.

Agreed N.Bliss to write to Hazel Blears to respond to comment about co-ops ; ask for meeting to discuss
8.2 Joint consultation day

N.Bliss and others present briefed.

B.Lambert briefed re Housing Corporation wanting to use CCH

To help co-ops in difficulty.  He and N.Bliss would be discussing this further, along with other responses from above day in the planned series of meetings with Housing Corporation.

8.3 Co-operative legislation 
A review of IPS legislation was taking place.  Co-ops UK taking lead with Ed Balls
This was largely a concern for the retail sector.  However, proposal to make dissolution of housing co-ops easier was a concern for us.  Co-ops UK were aware that this was not a good thing.

8.4 Co-op Housing Group ; Co-ops UK ; Co-op Congress 2007

Congress 2007 - C,Howarth and N,Bliss had attended for CCH.  

A copy of the final motion put to Congress by CCH/CDS had been circulated to GC.

The motion had been accepted, but with an amendment  requiring a comprehensive report on progress to go to Congress 2008.  

This request for a report on progress had not happened before, and was a positive sign.

N.Bliss said that CCH had been asked to provide a stand with CDS at the Co-op Party 90th birthday event – Thursday, 13th September, 1pm.
Agreed ; volunteers agreed

Co-ops UK -  GC discussed joint recruitment campaign (papers circulated).

GC agreed the proposed print cost in papers

GC rejected the suggestion re membership fees

GC want aims (p1) to include secondary co-ops & other organisations that provide services to co-ops

N.Bliss to take back to Co-ops UK
8.5 NFTMO report

B.Lambert briefed re 1st board meeting
8.6 Choice based lettings

P.Brown reported position paper ongoing.  GC commented that the policy might change before the paper was produced.

8.7 Community Land Trusts


Defer
9.0 Newsletter


Articles to be provided as follows (some of these commitments made in earlier minutes) :

Community Land Trust update


J.Cameron

Co-op that had reduced carbon footprint 60%
J.Cameron


Starley HC new development


P.Brown (pref before demolished)


Choice based lettings



P.Brown


Argyle Street




M.Wainwright


London development



A.Sheerins

Rent protocol




N.Bliss


Norwegian Wood



C.Taylor


TI seminar report



N.Bliss


Cave & other submissions


N.Bliss


CGM update




N.Bliss


Deadline end September (2007 please).  Mailout P.Brown


B.Lambert & N.Bliss to discuss advert rates ; aim for 4 pages of sponsorship / ads
10.0 Date of next meeting 

October – a weekend GC iinduction event ; date and venue tbc

8th December -  possibly at CDS


9th February -  venue tbc


12th April = venue tbc

Page 2 of 6
Page 5

